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BASIC INFORMATION SHEET (BIS) - PRIMARY SCHOOLS

A.
i.
School:  Artigarvan Primary
iii.
Date of Inspection: W/B 18/02/02


                Strabane

ii.
School Reference Number:  201-6068
iv.
Nature of Inspection:  Focused
B.
	School Year
	1997/98
	1998/99
	1999/00
	2000/01
	2001/02

	Year 1 Intake
	15
	19
	12
	26
	26

	Enrolments
Primary
	142
	139
	131
	133
	158

	Reception
	8
	4
	9
	7
	13

	Nursery Class/Classes
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Special Unit
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0



The enrolment for the current year is the figure on the day of notification of inspection.

For previous years it is the figure in the annual return to the Department of Education.



The calculations at C and D should be based on the total of the primary and reception enrolments only.


C.
Average Attendance for the Previous School Year

(expressed as a percentage):
97%




Primary &
Nursery
Special


Reception
  Unit
  Unit
D.
i.
Number of Teachers


(including the principal and part-time teachers):
7
-
-


(Full-time equivalent = 25 teaching hours)



ii.
PTR (Pupil/Teacher Ratio):
24.4

     NI PTR:  19.9



iii.
Average Class Size:
24.4



iv.
Class Size (Range):
22-27



v.
Ancillary Support:


Number of Hours Per Week:
i.
Clerical support:
30




ii.
Official Making A Good
15





Start Support:



iii.
Making A Good Start funding
0





additional hours and other





classroom assistant support:



vi.
Number of pupils with statements of special educational needs:
2



vii.
Number of children who are not of statutory school age:
13



viii.
Percentage of children entitled to free school meals:
14%
1.
INTRODUCTION

1.1
Artigarvan Primary School is situated in the village of Artigarvan, approximately four miles from Strabane.  The children come to school from the village and from the surrounding rural area.  The enrolment of the school has increased significantly since September, as a result of the closure of a small, neighbouring primary school and the transfer of 18 children.  Approximately 14% of the pupils are entitled to receive free school meals.

1.2
The inspection focused on English, information and communications technology (ICT) and the arrangements for pastoral care including child protection.

1.3
As part of the inspection, the inspectors met with the Board of Governors and, separately, with a small group of parents.  Discussions were held with groups of children from years 4 and 6.  Prior to the inspection, almost 62% of the parents completed confidential questionnaires on aspects of the school’s provision.  The parents and governors were strongly supportive of the work of the school and, in particular, of the commitment of the staff to the well-being and education of the children.  The responses from the questionnaires, together with the discussions with the children support these views.  The inspection findings endorse the favourable comments made by all respondents and confirm that the school’s arrangements are in keeping with the Department of Education’s Circular 1999/10 “Pastoral Care including Child Protection”.

2.
THE QUALITY OF THE CHILDREN’S WORK

2.1
The school enjoys a friendly, caring and purposeful ethos.  The principal and staff have worked hard to ensure the smooth and sensitive transfer of the children from a neighbouring primary school which closed.  Relationships between the children and the teachers are excellent.  The children show respect for their school, for their teachers and one another.

2.2
The teachers are hard-working and dedicated; they work effectively as a team.  The classroom assistants are deployed well; they support the teachers effectively and make a valuable contribution to the children’s education and to the general work of the school.

2.3
The children are happy and feel secure; they are keen to learn, and eager to talk about their work.  They are encouraged to express their views and to take responsibility for aspects of their learning.  The older children enjoy the extra-curricular activities organised for them by the staff, and the regular opportunities they have to work alongside children from other schools on aspects of the curriculum such as music, sport and ICT.

2.4
Parental support for the school is good; the parents attend school functions and help with fund-raising events.  They are informed of their children’s progress at annual meetings and they are made welcome to visit the school.  The school is developing further strategies to strengthen its links with the parents and to provide more regular and effective communication between home and school.

2.5
The physical environment of the school is pleasant, though the location of the school library in the entrance area is not conducive to creating an atmosphere in which the children can relax and read in comfort.  Good displays and samples of the children’s work add to the visual appeal of the classrooms.  The displays also celebrate the children’s achievements and successes in a number of competitions and fund-raising events.  The school is at present preparing for the opening of a new nursery unit which will enhance further the school’s provision and its high standing in the local community.

2.6
The staff have given considerable time and commitment to curriculum planning; they meet regularly to discuss and share information about the children and to agree priorities for developing aspects of the curriculum. There is consistency and cohesion in the work of the school.

2.7
The teachers’ planning for lessons indicates well-defined learning objectives and purposeful activities for the children.  The use of agreed daily short-term planning sheets provides an overview of the children’s learning and indicates short-term targets which the children recognise and can achieve.  The long-term planning, written into four-week planners, is of a more general nature and needs to provide greater detail, and link more effectively to the teachers’ daily planning.

2.8
The quality of teaching throughout the school is consistently good and at times excellent.  Lessons are well-organised and purposeful; there is effective communication between the staff and the children.  An important feature of many of the lessons seen was the clear explanation to the children of the work to be completed, including the intended learning outcomes.  There was valuable consolidation of the learning at the conclusion of the lessons.

2.9
The children’s talking and listening skills are developed progressively across the primary years.  The staff place appropriate emphasis on developing the children’s oral skills; they provide opportunities for the children to talk regularly about their work, in small groups, with their teacher, with the classroom assistants and with one another.  The teachers encourage the children to take an interest in books and reading and the majority of them make steady progress towards becoming independent readers.  Stories and novels are integrated effectively into the children’s learning experiences.  The children in the year 7 class, for example, used their class novel as a stimulus for valuable work in history which involved them in personal research and a variety of writing activities.  The teachers use the children’s own experiences as a context for writing.  Some of the children’s work, in both key stages, is presented effectively using the word-processor.  The children enjoy talking about words and meanings; they use dictionaries and workbooks competently to help them with their writing and reading.  The teachers promote talking and listening, reading and writing across all subjects, for example, in science, history, health education and mathematics.  The younger children are encouraged to talk about their experiences of home and school; they have frequent opportunities to record their stories and thoughts.  The quality of some of the children’s poetry and personal writing is very good and reflects vivid imagination and logical ordering of thoughts and ideas.  The children in all of the classes write for a variety of audiences and purposes.

2.10
Sessions of structured play are well-organised and purposeful; the activities are exploited to develop the children’s early learning in mathematics, science and language.  In the lessons observed, the activities were challenging; the teachers and the classroom assistants interacted effectively to develop the children’s confidence and understanding.

2.11
The school has identified some 46 children who require additional support with aspects of their learning.  This is achieved through differentiated work in the classroom and during withdrawal sessions for individuals and small groups of children.  The effectiveness of these arrangements should be reviewed to ensure that there is an appropriate balance of withdrawal support and opportunities to observe and evaluate the impact of the support in the context of the classroom.

2.12
The school has prepared helpful whole-school guidance for ICT which outlines progression in the children’s learning experiences.  The teachers are making effective use of a wide range of programmes to support their work.  In the early years, the children are encouraged to become confident in the use of ICT; they access computer programs which develop their early understanding of, for example, shape, number and colour.  There are examples of bar charts, art and personal writing on display in the classrooms which reflect and illustrate the use of ICT to enhance the children’s learning activities.  As the children progress, they can produce a range of pictorial representations including pie charts, bar charts, frequency charts and line graphs; these are often linked to mathematics, science, health education and history.  Many of the children use CD–ROMs to locate and retrieve information for class topics.  The children have prepared useful booklets and work for display on topics such as the Great Famine.  The teachers have benefited from the ICT training courses, which they have completed, and from the sharing of effective practice within the school.  They have used a variety of computer software programs and programmable devices to enhance the children’s learning in mathematics.  The children in the years 4-5 class used the computers to explore and consolidate their learning and understanding about fractions while the younger children used a computer program to create symmetrical shapes.

2.13
The principal provides effective leadership and manages the school well; the vice-principal and the staff ably support him.  The teachers have prepared helpful guidance documents for English and ICT; they promote, actively, the planning and teaching approaches which have been identified in the school’s development plan.

2.14
The teachers’ assessment of the children’s work is thorough; they mark the children’s classwork regularly and supportively.  They use standardised tests to compile a comprehensive picture of the standards achieved in English and mathematics.  Analysis of the findings from the test results and the assessment tasks has informed and influenced the teachers’ planning, for example, in English.

2.15
This school has many important strengths such as the excellent relationships throughout the school, the good behaviour of the children, the friendly and caring environment, the strong links which the school enjoys with the governors and the parents, the commitment of the principal and the staff to the children’s welfare and education, the effective management of the school, the valuable contribution made by the classroom assistants, clerical and ancillary staff to the life and work of the school and the excellent quality of some of the teaching.  The inspection has also identified aspects of the school’s work which will need to be addressed if it is to meet, more consistently, the needs of all the children.  These include a sharper focus in the teachers’ long-term planning on identifying, more clearly, the intended learning outcomes, and ensuring that these are implemented progressively through their short-term planning and a review of the effectiveness of the arrangements for supporting children with specific learning difficulties to ensure that there is an appropriate balance of withdrawal support and opportunities to observe and evaluate the effectiveness of the programme of support in the context of the classroom.
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