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BASIC INFORMATION SHEET (BIS) - PRIMARY SCHOOLS

A.
i.
School:  Cornagague Primary
iii.
Date of Inspection: W/B 22.04.02


                Magheraveely, Enniskillen

ii.
School Reference Number:  203-1892
iv.
Nature of Inspection:  Focused
B.
	School Year
	1997/98
	1998/99
	1999/00
	2000/01
	2001/02

	Year 1 Intake
	8
	10
	7
	6
	5

	Enrolments
Primary
	50
	54
	54
	63
	59

	Reception
	3
	1
	2
	3
	0

	Nursery Class/Classes
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Special Unit
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0



The enrolment for the current year is the figure on the day of notification of inspection.

For previous years it is the figure in the annual return to the Department of Education.



The calculations at C and D should be based on the total of the primary and reception enrolments only.


C.
Average Attendance for the Previous School Year

(expressed as a percentage):
95.71%




Primary &
Nursery
Special


Reception
  Unit
  Unit
D.
i.
Number of Teachers


(including the principal and part-time teachers):
3
-
-


(Full-time equivalent = 25 teaching hours)



ii.
PTR (Pupil/Teacher Ratio):
19.7

     NI PTR:  19.9



iii.
Average Class Size:
19



iv.
Class Size (Range):
17-22



v.
Ancillary Support:


Number of Hours Per Week:
i.
Clerical support:
10




ii.
Official Making A Good
10





Start Support:



iii.
Making A Good Start funding
2





additional hours and other





classroom assistant support:



vi.
Number of pupils with statements of special educational needs:
0



vii.
Number of children who are not of statutory school age:
0



viii.
Percentage of children entitled to free school meals:
25.42%
1.
INTRODUCTION
1.1
Cornagague Primary School is situated between Lisnaskea and Roslea in south Fermanagh.  Almost all the children travel by bus or private transport from a dispersed, rural area.  Approximately 25% of the children are entitled to free school meals.

1.2
The inspectors met with the Board of Governors and with the parents on the first day of the inspection; eleven parents were present.  The parents and governors spoke very positively about the school, citing, in particular, the dedicated and considerate teaching staff and the happy, caring atmosphere.  The inspection findings endorse these views.

1.3
The arrangements for pastoral care included the completion of questionnaires by the parents in addition to the meetings with the governors, the parents and the children.  The questionnaires indicate a very high degree of satisfaction with the work of the school.  While a small minority of parents state that they are unaware of the school’s arrangements for child protection; this inspection finds that the school takes good measures to inform its parents of such arrangements.

1.4
The inspection focused on mathematics, information and communications technology (ICT), and on the school’s arrangements for pastoral care, including child protection.

2.
THE QUALITY OF THE CHILDREN’S WORK

2.1
There is a very positive ethos which permeates the whole school.  Relationships at all levels are very good, the children’s welfare is given the highest priority and the children are happy in their work and in their play.

2.2
The teachers create a stimulating and attractive learning environment for the children.  The classrooms and corridors are enlivened with displays of the children’s work, photographs depicting the variety of activities in which they have been engaged and prizes and awards from the many competitions and events in which the children have participated.

2.3
The children enjoy a wide range of curricular activities.  In addition to the statutory curriculum, they learn Irish and French; they have dance and drama classes and they are offered a wide variety of sports.

2.4
The teachers and all the ancillary staff show a strong loyalty to the whole-school community.  The ancillary staff play an important part in the life and work of the school.  The school is maintained and cleaned to a good standard.

2.5
The school policy and practice reflect the strong emphasis placed by the school on the pastoral care of the children; this emphasis is evident in the high quality of relationships within classes and the high priority given to the supervision of the children in all activities throughout the day.  The school has in place procedures in line with the guidance given in the Department of Education Circular 1999/10 on Child Protection.

2.6
The teachers undertake their planning conscientiously and focus appropriately on the intended learning outcomes for the children.  They use an agreed planning format which is supplemented, in some cases, by topic webs which integrate meaningfully, different aspects of the curriculum.  They evaluate consistently the effectiveness of their teaching and its impact on the children’s learning.

2.7
The teachers are very hard-working.  The quality of teaching is always sound and often it is very good.  The teachers plan for the different abilities within their classes and use a variety of effective teaching approaches.

2.8
The children are well behaved, attentive and responsive.  They show positive attitudes to learning and take pride in their work and in their achievements.  They work co-operatively on shared tasks, can talk knowledgeably about their work and are courteous to visitors.

2.9
The teachers mark the children’s work regularly and show that they value the efforts the children make.  To develop further the effectiveness of their marking, the teachers need to indicate to the children how their work might be improved.

2.10
The school has identified nine children who are experiencing difficulties in aspects of their learning.  The teachers have devised individual learning plans to guide appropriate in-class support for these children.  These plans are reviewed regularly.  Funding for special educational needs is used to employ the classroom assistant for two additional hours each week.  This additional assistance is being used well to address the needs of these children.  The Western Education and Library Board (WELB) Peripatetic Service provides further support.

2.11
The school has identified mathematics as a key area for development and is currently participating in the WELB’s programme for the dissemination of the Northern Ireland Numeracy Strategy and in the Parental Involvement in Numeracy (PIN) initiative.  A revised scheme of work guides the teachers in their planning; appropriate learning outcomes are now clearly indicated and relevant resources and cross-curricular links are identified.

2.12
The children enjoy a broad and balanced programme in mathematics and most attain good standards in their work.  The youngest children’s understanding is developed through a thoughtful structured play programme, practical work, discussion and appropriate recording activities.  In the following years, the children’s experiences are developed further through a variety of teaching approaches including practical work; investigative work and appropriate practice activities which consolidate effectively their understanding of number facts and mathematical processes.  By year 7, the children show a good understanding of place value, can estimate and measure accurately, are able to present and interpret data in a variety of forms, understand the properties of two-dimensional and three-dimensional shapes and can apply their learning to real life situations.

2.13
The teachers have worked hard to promote numeracy throughout the school; much of the children’s learning in mathematics is linked closely to other areas of the curriculum.  The children in the year 3 class, for example, used an appropriate ICT package to draw a bar chart related to a science topic.  The children in the years 4-5 class measured accurately the amount of rainfall and temperature as part of a weather investigation.   As part of their work 

in science the children in years 6-7 measured and recorded changes in their pulse rates.  An important feature of the programme is the strong emphasis that the teachers place on mental mathematics.  In all classes they provide regular and interesting opportunities to enhance the children’s thinking skills and, by the end of key stage (KS) 2, the children have developed a good range of appropriate strategies in mental mathematics.

2.14
The children receive a wide range of experiences in ICT.  In the early years they have opportunities, throughout the day, to develop their basic literacy and numeracy skills through the use of appropriate programs.  As the children progress through the school, they become increasingly competent and confident in the use of computers; they often compose work directly on screen, and the oldest children use the computer for editing and re-drafting their work.  The school has benefited significantly from its inclusion in the Classroom 2000 pilot; all three classes are well-resourced with hardware and software and the children have taken part in video conferences within and between classes.  In order to progress further from the existing sound base, the teachers need to develop further their planning and provision in ICT to ensure that it supports  and enhances, as effectively as possible, the children’s learning across the whole curriculum.

2.15
The principal is in her third year in post and she manages the school well.  She has been instrumental in developing the teachers’ awareness of key issues relating to teaching and learning and in leading significant developments in all areas of the school’s provision.

2.16
The staff have undertaken relevant in-service training, particularly in literacy, numeracy and ICT.  It is having a beneficial impact on teaching and learning in the school.

2.17
The school maintains an assessment record for each child.  Information gathered includes samples of work, copies of the annual report and details of standardised test results and key stage assessment outcomes.  The records provide valuable evidence of each child’s progress and development.  The teachers meet the parents twice during the course of the year to discuss the children’s progress and a detailed written report is sent to the parents at the end of each school year.

2.18
The school’s accommodation is satisfactory.  One class is located in the main school building; the other two are housed in temporary classrooms situated behind the main building.  One of the temporary buildings also accommodates the principal’s office, the staff room and toilets.  There has been refurbishment within the main building to create additional space which is used well for a variety of activities including assemblies, school dinners and physical education.  At present there is uncontrolled access to the school.  The school should consider the installation of a secure access system.

2.19
The quality of teaching and learning in this school is good, the needs of the children are being well met.

APPENDIX

HEALTH AND SAFETY

1.
In the mornings, some of the children alight from the school bus onto the middle of the road.  The school should review its arrangements for the arrival of children at school to ensure their safety.
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