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BASIC INFORMATION SHEET (BIS) - PRIMARY SCHOOLS

A.
i.
School:  Aghadrumsee Primary
iii.
Date of Inspection: W/B 29/04/03


                Rosslea, Enniskillen

ii.
School Reference Number:  201-1873
iv.
Nature of Inspection:  Focused
B.
	School Year
	1998/99
	1999/00
	2000/01
	2001/02
	2002/03

	Year 1 Intake
	11
	6
	9
	11
	9

	Enrolments
Primary
	44
	42
	51
	56
	61

	Reception
	1
	5
	3
	2
	4

	Nursery Class/Classes
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Special Unit
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0



The enrolment for the current year is the figure on the day of notification of inspection.

For previous years it is the figure in the annual return to the Department of Education.



The calculations at C and D should be based on the total of the primary and reception enrolments only.


C.
Average Attendance for the Previous School Year

(expressed as a percentage):
96.41%




Primary &
Nursery
Special


Reception
  Unit
  Unit
D.
i.
Number of Teachers


(including the principal and part-time teachers):
3
0
0


(Full-time equivalent = 25 teaching hours)



ii.
PTR (Pupil/Teacher Ratio):
21.7

     NI PTR:  19.9



iii.
Average Class Size:
8.1



iv.
Class Size (Range):
17-24



v.
Ancillary Support:


Number of Hours Per Week:
i.
Clerical support:
10




ii.
Official Making A Good
0





Start Support:



iii.
Making A Good Start funding
35





additional hours and other





classroom assistant support:



vi.
Number of pupils with statements of special educational needs:
1



vii.
Number of children who are not of statutory school age:
4



viii.
Percentage of children entitled to free school meals:
9.2%
1.
INTRODUCTION
1.1
Aghadrumsee Primary School is situated approximately three miles from Rosslea.  The majority of the children travel to school by bus from the surrounding rural community.  The enrolment has increased steadily from 38 at the time of the last inspection in 1997 to its current figure of 65.  Approximately 10% of the children are entitled to free school meals.

1.2
The inspectors met with the Board of Governors and with the parents on the first day of the inspection; ten parents were present.  Both groups spoke of their high regard for the school, identifying, in particular, the hard‑working teachers and the caring ethos.  The inspection findings concur with these views.

1.3
The arrangements for pastoral care included the completion of questionnaires by the parents in addition to the meetings with the governors, the parents and the children.  Through their responses to the questionnaires, the parents indicated a high level of satisfaction with the work of the school.

1.4
The inspection focused on the work in mathematics, information and communication technology (ICT) and pastoral care, including child protection.

2.
THE QUALITY OF THE CHILDREN’S WORK
2.1
The school is bright and welcoming.  The classrooms and other circulation areas are used well to display samples of the children’s work and photographs of the activities in which they have been engaged.  The teachers create a caring environment for the children; they know and understand the children and their backgrounds well.  Relationships throughout the school are very good.  The school works as a cohesive unit, with all of the staff contributing to its work.  The children are courteous, friendly and well-behaved.  They co-operate willingly with their teachers and with one another.

2.2
The teachers maintain good links with the parents.  There is effective communication between the school and home and the parents indicate that they are welcome to discuss matters of concern with the staff.  The ancillary staff play an important role in the work of the school.

2.3
The school building provides good accommodation for the children.  It is maintained and cleaned to a high standard.

2.4
The school’s policy for child protection is in line with the Department of Education Circular 1999/10.  It outlines clearly the procedures to be followed by staff in addressing any child protection concerns.  All of the teaching and non-teaching staff have taken part in staff development relating to the school’s procedures.  The school outlines additional guidance relating to the welfare of the children, including anti-bullying, pastoral care and discipline policies.

2.5
The teachers are hard-working and committed to the development and welfare of the children.  The quality of the teaching is always sound, and often it is very good.  The teaching is typically characterised by clear exposition, good questioning which promotes the children’s 

understanding, suitable match of tasks to the children’s abilities and effective monitoring of the children’s learning.  There is scope to provide more opportunities for the children to work together on paired or shared tasks.

2.6
The teachers plan conscientiously for teaching and learning.  The planning is focused appropriately on the intended learning outcomes for the children.  It identifies the activities in which the children are to be engaged and the resources to be used.  The teachers evaluate regularly, the impact of their teaching on the children’s learning and, in the best practice seen, use this knowledge to inform their subsequent planning.

2.7
The children’s behaviour is, for the most part, very good.  Almost all listen attentively, respond with interest and settle quickly and enthusiastically to their work.  The oldest children are given good opportunities to take some responsibility for their own learning; they undertake personal research, for example, in the computer suite.

2.8
The teachers mark the children’s work regularly, correcting errors, and often adding positive and personalised comments which recognise their efforts.  In order to develop further the effectiveness of the marking, the teachers need to indicate more frequently to the children how their work could be improved.

2.9
The youngest children enjoy regular sessions of structured play.  The variety of activities is planned around relevant themes.  The children are given a good degree of free choice and their involvement in the activities is monitored well by the teacher.  These sessions provide good opportunities for the reception children to engage directly in valuable activities with the children in years 1 and 2.

2.10
The school has recently undertaken an audit of its mathematics provision and has identified suitable areas for improvement.  Importantly, these include the further development of mental mathematics and the incorporation of ICT.  The teachers are currently participating in the Western Education and Library Board’s (WELB) Numeracy Strategy Programme and the benefits gained from this involvement can be seen in the teachers’ thinking and in their implementation of the mathematics programme.

2.11
Throughout the school the children receive a broad programme in mathematics.  Appropriate emphasis is placed on learning through practical activities.  In key stage (KS) 1, the children are introduced to the basic concepts in mathematics through a wide and varied programme.  Good use is made of the classroom assistant employed under the Making a Good Start (MAGS) Initiative to enable group teaching approaches which help promote understanding through explanation, questioning and discussion.  In addition, the children’s learning in mathematics is enhanced through the use of rhymes, songs and in structured play, where, for example, they buy articles in exchange for money in the class shop.

2.12
The children’s mathematical understanding is developed progressively as they move up the school.  Increasingly, they become adept at working independently and effectively, while the teachers give quality time to the teaching of a particular aspect of the programme to another group of children.  This approach, benefits all of the children and helps to ensure that they make progress in line with their abilities.  The children in KS2 have opportunities to develop their problem-solving and investigational skills. They talk readily to others about the processes they use in solving a problem.  These approaches benefit the children’s learning and should be developed further.

2.13
By year 7 most of the children achieve good standards in mathematics.  They have a good understanding of place value and demonstrate sound mental strategies.  Their knowledge and understanding of shape, measure and number are good.  The school uses standardised tests to provide additional information on the children’s mathematical competences.  The further analysis and evaluation  on a year group and whole‑school basis will assist the school to monitor teaching and learning in mathematics.

2.14
Since receiving recently six computers through the Classroom 2000 (C2K) initiative, the school has made good progress in providing a well-planned programme for all the children.  The computers are clustered to create a dedicated computer suite.  While this facility provides a valuable asset to the school, the advantage in clustering all of the machines in one room is offset by the lack of access to computers in the main classrooms.  The school has in place detailed documentation underpinning ICT, including comprehensive schemes of work for each year group and weekly planning notes. With one exception, the staff have completed the New Opportunities Fund (NOF) training and have successfully undertaken the European Computer Driving Licence (ECDL) computer training course.

2.15
The quality of teaching using ICT is very good.  The children are comfortable with the computers; they are becoming confident with the generic skills including opening and saving files in their personal folders.  By the end of KS1, they can work with characters, words and phrases to enhance the presentation and quality of their written work.  In KS2, the children develop further these skills to produce brochures which have clip art or scanned images, compose and edit word-processed documents, gather and research information using the Internet, interrogate a simple database and use it to plot information.  In addition, the teachers and the children are working currently on the control of the Roamer.

2.16
The co-ordination of ICT throughout the school is managed effectively to ensure progression in the children’s knowledge and skills.  The excellent monitoring arrangements which have recently been developed will enable the staff to track the development of the children’s skills and knowledge in ICT across all strands and across all year groups.  The school is well placed to develop further the integration of ICT into the teaching and learning across the curriculum.

2.17
The principal combines the dual roles of full-time class teaching with leading and managing the school very well.  She is ably supported by a dedicated staff.  She demonstrates a sound educational rationale which underpins her vision for the school and the children.  Under her leadership, the school is continually developing through careful reviews of policies and practices with a clear focus on improving the quality of teaching and learning.

2.18
In recent years all of the teachers have engaged in staff development.  There has been a good match between the staff development activity undertaken and the priorities for whole-school development set out in the School Development Plan.  The focus on ICT and numeracy is reflected well in developments within these areas of the curriculum.

2.19
The school maintains good pupil profiles on all the children.  A folder for each child contains samples of their work, outcomes of regular assessments including standardised tests and copies of annual reports.  The annual reports are written to a high standard and provide 

the parents with clear evaluative comment on their children’s strengths and areas for improvement.  The parents also have the opportunity to discuss formally their children’s progress once a year in addition to receiving the written report.

2.20
Despite its rural location the school provides a good range of extra-curricular activities.  These provide the children with valuable creative and expressive experiences.

2.21
The quality of education provided in this school is good.  The needs of the children are being well met.

APPENDIX

HEALTH AND SAFETY

1.
The children’s toilets are cleaned and disinfected daily.  Despite this, there are still unpleasant odours coming from the toilets in both the infant wing and in the main school.
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