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BASIC INFORMATION SHEET (BIS) - PRIMARY SCHOOLS

A.
i.
School:  Killowen Primary
iii.
Date of Inspection: W/B 17.05.04


               


ii.
School Reference Number:  503-1318
iv.
Nature of Inspection:  Focused/





English and ICT
B.
	School Year
	1999/00
	2000/01
	2001/02
	2002/03
	2003/04

	Year 1 Intake
	15
	8
	14
	10
	12

	Enrolments
Primary
	135
	113
	99
	95
	102

	Reception
	0
	4
	1
	5
	9

	Nursery Class/Classes
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Special Unit
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0



The enrolment for the current year is the figure on the day of notification of inspection.

For previous years it is the figure in the annual return to the Department of Education.



The calculations at C and D should be based on the total of the primary and reception enrolments only.


C.
Average Attendance for the Previous School Year

(expressed as a percentage):
93.44%




Primary &
Nursery
Special


Reception
  Unit
  Unit
D.
i.
Number of Teachers


(including the principal and part-time teachers):
5.2
-
-


(Full-time equivalent = 25 teaching hours)



ii.
PTR (Pupil/Teacher Ratio):
21.3

     NI PTR:  19.9



iii.
Average Class Size:
22.2



iv.
Class Size (Range):
14 to 30



v.
Ancillary Support:


Number of Hours Per Week:
i.
Clerical support:
20




ii.
Official Making A Good
15





Start Support:



iii.
Making A Good Start funding
10





additional hours and other





classroom assistant support:



vi.
Number of pupils with statements of special educational needs:
2



vii.
Number of children who are not of statutory school age:
9

viii.
Percentage of children entitled to free school meals:
16%

1.
Introduction
1.1
Killowen Primary School is located approximately three miles outside Rostrevor, County Down.  The majority of the children come from the surrounding area; a minority come from the outskirts of Warrenpoint and Kilkeel.  Approximately 16% of the children are entitled to free school meals.

1.2
The inspection focused on the work in English, information and communication technology (ICT), and pastoral care, including the arrangements for child protection.

1.3
As part of the inspection process, a meeting took place with the Board of Governors (BoG).  The views of parents on aspects of the life and work of the school were sought by means of a questionnaire; approximately 50% of the questionnaires were completed and returned.  Almost all of the responses expressed satisfaction with the work of the school and no major issues were raised.  In particular, the responses highlighted the caring ethos, the hard-working teachers and the strong links with parents and the local community.  Any reservations expressed, related largely to the deficiencies in the accommodation.

1.4
Both members of the inspection team also met with a small group of year 6 children.  The children indicated that they felt safe and secure in school and that they knew to whom to turn for advice and help.

2.
THE QUALITY OF THE CHILDREN’S WORK

2.1
There is a strong sense of community spirit within the school and the relationships at all levels are positive.  The Principal and teachers place a high priority on the pastoral care of the children.  The ancillary staff make an important contribution to the life and work of the school.

2.2
The school’s policy and procedures for Child Protection adhere to the guidance set out in the Department of Education (DE) circular 1999/10, ‘Pastoral Care in Schools:  Child Protection’ and circular 2003/13, ‘Welfare and Protection of Pupils’.  A summary of the school’s child protection procedures is distributed to all new parents; there is a need to consider further means of informing all parents on a more regular basis.

2.3
The wide range of extra-curricular activities make good use of the teachers’ expertise and extends the children’s educational experiences.  Regular school trips and visits, useful local and wider links and talks from an interesting range of visitors to the school enhance the children’s learning.

2.4
The teachers are hard-working and committed to the school and the children’s welfare.  There is a purposeful, settled atmosphere in the majority of the classrooms.  The teaching observed was always satisfactory, often good, and on occasions, excellent.  Generally, the teachers have high expectations of the children; at the same time, there remains a sense of enjoyment and fulfilment in the work the children do.

2.5
The children respond well to their teachers and are mostly well settled in class; they are open and courteous to visitors.  In key stage (KS) 2, the children are given many opportunities to take personal responsibility for aspects of their learning, for independent thinking and for active involvement in the learning process.  They organise themselves quickly, work well together and display maturity in the way they carry out and complete tasks.

2.6
The teachers have completed their third year of in-service training (INSET) in the Southern Education and Library Board’s (SELB) support programme for literacy.  The co-ordinator for English has prepared a whole-school scheme which specifies the content to be covered and which provides a progressive framework on which individual teachers can base their day-to-day work.  There is a need to ensure that this whole-school planning is implemented more effectively into all classroom practice.

2.7
In general, better use could be made of the outcomes of the teachers’ informal and ongoing assessment of the children to inform the planning for future teaching and learning and to make any necessary adjustments to classroom practice.  The teachers’ individual planning would benefit from clearer identification of the intended learning outcomes for each lesson or group of lessons and how the content, resources and teaching strategies employed within each lesson are to be adapted to meet the needs of individual children.

2.8
A strong cross-curricular element is a particular feature of the school which enhances the educational provision and ensures that the children benefit from a broad and balanced curriculum.  It also facilitates the children’s development of talking and listening, reading and research skills as well as the ability to present information to different audiences across a range of subjects.

2.9
Many of the children enter school with well-developed language skills.  As they progress through the school, the children are encouraged to listen attentively to instructions, explanations and stories read by an adult; they learn, in time, to listen also to what their peers have to say.  The children’s participation in school assemblies, dramatic presentations and local speech and drama festivals helps to enhance their self-confidence and oral competence.  By the end of KS2, the majority of the children are fluent speakers, capable of mature participation in class discussions and able to talk with confidence about their work.

2.10
Reading for enjoyment is actively promoted across the school through the provision of a wide range of fiction and non-fiction books.  In the early years, there needs to be a greater emphasis on the teaching of different reading strategies to enable all the children to approach new text more confidently, tackle new words and be more attentive to the features of print.  As they move through the school, the children are encouraged to read a variety of texts.  By the end of KS2, standards are generally good; the children are able to engage effectively in research tasks, extract information from a variety of sources and have developed a mature approach to reading.

2.11
As the majority of children progress through KS1 and enter KS2, their ability to write independently increases and many are producing work of a high quality.  More use could be made of different strategies to help those younger children who remain insecure in basic writing skills.  By the end of year 7, however, the vast majority of children are versatile in their writing and write with great maturity and accuracy.

2.12
The school is developing its provision in the use of ICT to support teaching and learning across the curriculum.  The Classroom 2000 (C2k) computers are distributed appropriately throughout the classrooms and there are opportunities for the children to access and work with the computers individually or in small groups.  The teachers have successfully completed New Opportunities Funding (NOF) ICT training.  They are making good use of the guidance provided by the ICT support services of the SELB to evaluate and integrate the use of the C2k software into their planning.  The teachers report that they are planning to develop further strategies to record, monitor and evaluate effectively the children’s work across the four ICT strands.

2.13
In the lessons observed in both key stages, the children experienced a range of ICT activities to enhance their teaching and learning.  The teachers have made good use of the digital camera to record and display the children’s learning activities and to celebrate their successes.  In KS1, the children made effective use of simple databases to record, analyse and present the outcomes of class surveys.  In addition, they also had opportunities to use educational games to consolidate their basic number and language skills and to use appropriate modelling software to extend their understanding of angles and directions.  In KS2, the children had opportunities to compose and edit on screen, to use more sophisticated software to produce good quality multimedia presentations and to participate in independent and group research using the Internet and CD-ROMs.  The year 7 children are participating in the scheme of information technology (IT) accreditation at KS2 organised by the Council for the Curriculum, Examinations and Assessment (CCEA).

2.14
In the best practice observed, the teachers used planned and focused ICT activities to develop and reinforce the ongoing class work.  They explained clearly the learning outcomes, they selected and recorded the appropriate level of the ICT activities to match the children’s abilities and they provided helpful support for the children when required.  At the end of the lesson, the teachers ensured that the children saved a record of their work to monitor and evaluate their progress.

2.15
To develop further the provision for ICT, the teachers need to disseminate the good practice that already exists in the school.  They need to integrate further, the progression in the four ICT strands into their short-term and individual planning.  It will also be important for the teachers to continue to build up a portfolio of the children’s work across all areas of the curriculum, to record, monitor and evaluate the level of progression.

2.16
Structured play is provided regularly in KS1; many of the activities are linked well to topics.  The children enjoy the activities provided, however, there is a need for more continuous effective interaction between the adults and the children with more attention given to promoting the children’s learning.  The current programme for structured play needs to be revised to ensure that the children’s experiences are suitably varied and include provision for progression within classes and across the early years.  The children also need more opportunities to exercise choice in the use of a wider range of imaginative and creative resources.

2.17
The staff value the good relationships with the parents and appreciate their sustained support.  There is an active Parents’ Support Group whose fund-raising activities have augmented the school’s resources.  All parents receive annual written reports and are invited to regular meetings with class teachers to discuss their child's progress.

2.18
The Principal has been in post seven years.  He has fostered a good working atmosphere amongst the staff which is characterised by a sense of mutual support.  The senior management team (SMT) now needs to develop more effective strategies to monitor and evaluate the teaching and learning taking place across both key stages.

2.19
The school needs to review its policy for enrolment of children under compulsory school age to take account of the DE circular 1990/27.  At present there are nine children under compulsory school age attending the school whose presence places additional demands on the class teacher.  The total number of thirty children in the reception-year 1 composite class currently exceeds the figure of 25 set out in the Departmental circular.  There is also an urgent need to ensure that more suitable provision is made for these children and that the curriculum provided is appropriate for the age and stage of development.

2.20
All of the children are taught in temporary classrooms.  At the time of the inspection, photographs and colourful examples of the children’s work were displayed in all the classrooms.  The separate nature of the accommodation causes discomfort to the children and staff when moving between buildings during inclement weather.

3.
CONCLUSION

3.1
The strengths of the school include:

· the strong family atmosphere;

· the dedication of the staff;

· the pleasant and responsive children;

· the good standards achieved by the majority of the children.

3.2
The areas for improvement include the need for:

· greater rigour in the monitoring and evaluation of teaching and learning to ensure appropriate progression and coherence in the children’s learning across the seven years;

· a more systematic approach to ongoing assessment which would effectively guide the teachers’ planning in order to meet the different needs and abilities of all the children in each class.

3.3
The school has many strengths in the areas under focus; the areas for improvement need to be addressed if the school is to meet as fully as possible the needs of all the children.
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