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SCHOOL SUPPORT PROGRAMME (SSP) FOLLOW-UP INSPECTION OF AUGHNACLOY COLLEGE (521-0153)
The school has been in the School Support Programme (SSP) for almost six years.  In January 2004, the Education and Training Inspectorate (Inspectorate) visited Aughnacloy College to monitor progress following a focused inspection carried out as a part of the SSP in October 1999.  At the time of the January 2004 follow-up inspection, the most important improvements identified were:

· the increased number of pupils transferring to the school had been sustained;

· the better opportunities provided for the pupils to develop and apply information and communication technology (ICT) skills across the curriculum;

· the fabric of the school had continued to improve; and

· the good quality of teaching and learning in the lessons observed.

The follow-up inspection in January 2004 indicated that the school should ensure it builds upon the work it had commenced with regard to the monitoring and evaluating of the quality of learning and teaching.

In the interval since the inspection, additional financial resources have been allocated to the school through the SSP budget.  Over the past year, there have been significant staff changes, including the appointment of a new vice-principal from outside the school. 

The Education and Training Inspectorate (Inspectorate) carried out a follow-up inspection on 17 January 2005.  The school has continued to make progress and the following are the most important improvements which have taken place since the previous SSP follow-up inspection visit in 2004:

· the number of pupils transferring to the school has increased;

· the Principal and staff have worked hard to consolidate and improve links with the wider community;

· the fabric of the school has continued to improve, extensive refurbishment work is ongoing;

· an important start has been made in raising the staff’s awareness of the process of self-evaluation and most have engaged with this process.

Aughnacloy College has benefited significantly from an extended period in the SSP and there have been many improvements.  The principal and senior management team recognise the importance of embedding the process of self-evaluation across many aspects of the work of the school.  They have made progress in monitoring the quality of teaching and the pupils’ learning, although this is an area which requires further focus and development.  The continued support of the Curriculum Advisory and Support Service officers from the Southern Education and Library Board will be essential to help the school prioritise its work in this important area for development.

The parents and broader community can have confidence in the school’s commitment to improvement and the effectiveness of its action in response to the findings of the focused inspection.

ã CROWN COPYRIGHT 2005

This report may be reproduced in whole or in part, except for commercial purposes or in connection with a prospectus or advertisement, provided that the source and date thereof are stated.

Copies of this report may be obtained from the Inspection Services Branch, Department of Education, Rathgael House, 43 Balloo Road, Bangor, Co Down BT19 7PR. A copy is also available on the DE website:  www.deni.gov.uk

The Education and Training Inspectorate -


Promoting Improvement








JMcC/WATSON/2 – 7.02.05


_1063452786.bin

