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1.
INTRODUCTION

1.1
CONTEXT

Garvagh High School is a non-selective, co-educational school situated on the edge of Garvagh in County Londonderry.  The enrolment has declined gradually over recent years, with a current enrolment of 176 pupils.  Almost all of the pupils come from the town of Garvagh and from within a ten mile radius.

Over the past three years, around 14% of the intake of pupils achieved grades C or better in the Transfer Procedure, 36% achieved a grade D and the remaining 50% did not participate in the process.  Just over 27% of the pupils are entitled to free school meals.

The key stage 4 pupils are provided with the opportunity to study vocational courses at the Causeway Institute of Further and Higher Education in several occupational areas, including Bench Fitting, Basic Vehicle Maintenance, Electrical Wiring Practices and Carpentry and Joinery.

1.2
FOCUS

The inspection was part of an area inspection in a sample of schools and training organisations, and the further education college, carried out within the greater Coleraine area.  The overall objective was to evaluate the efficiency and effectiveness of education and training across the area in meeting the needs of learners, employers and the community.  In this school, the inspection focused closely on the provision across years 11 and 12.  The inspection also evaluated the school’s pastoral care provision including child protection.

1.3
EXAMINATION RESULTS

The percentage of pupils taking General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) in five or more subjects has increased steadily in recent years and currently stands at 95%.  The percentage of pupils achieving grades E or above in five subjects has also risen and currently stands at 66%.  The percentage of pupils achieving at least grade C in five or more subjects at GCSE level has varied in recent years; the trend is upwards and about 23% of the pupils achieved grade C in five or more GCSE subjects in 2004/05.  In approximately one half of the subjects at GCSE the number of pupils gaining A*-E grades is within or above five percentage points of the corresponding Northern Ireland average.

1.4
Responses from the Governors, Parents and Pupils and Child Protection Procedures

The arrangements for the inspection of pastoral care and child protection included the completion of questionnaires by a sample of parents, as well as meetings with representatives from the Board of Governors (BoG), and with pupils from years 8 and 12.

Prior to the inspection, 149 confidential questionnaires were sent to parents; 32% of the parents responded and one-half of them took the opportunity to write additional comments.  The teachers also completed confidential questionnaires.  The responses from the questionnaires and the comments from the parents, the BoG and teachers, indicated a high level of satisfaction with the work of the school.  In particular, they mentioned the important role which the school plays in the community, the happy and caring environment for both staff and pupils, and the good work and support for children with special educational needs.  The pupils reported that they felt happy and secure in the school.  The inspection findings confirm that the confidence expressed in these aspects of the school’s work is well placed.  The few matters of concern raised by the parents through the questionnaires were discussed with the Principal and the BoG.

The school is implementing the procedures outlined in the Department of Education Circulars 1999/10, ‘Pastoral Care in Schools:  Child Protection’, and 2003/13, ‘Welfare and Protection of Pupils Education and Libraries (Northern Ireland) Order’, and has identified areas within its pastoral programme for further development, in particular, the consultation process with parents relating to key pastoral care policies.

2.
THE QUALITY OF THE WORK

The main strengths include:

· the positive ethos of the schools which supports the pupils effectively in their learning;

· the excellent working relationships between the teachers and pupils;
· the excellent behaviour of the pupils;
· the good oral skills displayed by many of the pupils;
· the strong commitment of the teachers;
· the effective links with the community;
· the quality of teaching which is always satisfactory and sometimes excellent;
· the general improvement in GCSE results over the last number of years;
· the increasing number of  year 12 pupils taking GCSE examinations;
· the strategic leadership and management demonstrated by the Principal and Vice-principal;
· the good preparation and guidance for the pupils to move from the school to further study and training; and
· the developing culture of self-evaluation in the school.
The main areas for development include the need:
· to put in place clear procedures to monitor and evaluate all developments;
· to use more effectively and systematically the data gathered to bring about improvement in the pupils’ attainment; and
· to clarify further the roles and responsibilities within the school.
3.
Conclusion
The school has many strengths in its provision in preparing pupils for post-16 education, training and employment; the few areas for improvement need to be addressed if the school is to meet as fully as possible the needs of all the pupils.
APPENDIX 1

Health and Safety

To review security arrangements at the main access points to the school.

APPENDIX 2

STATISTICAL INFORMATION

1.1
i.
School:  Garvagh High
v.
Date of Inspection: W/C  27.03.06


ii.
School Reference Number:  321-0013
vi.
Focus of Inspection:   14-19 Provision of

iii.
Age Range:  11-16

Education and Training

iv.
Status:  Secondary Controlled

1.2
Intake/Enrolment


	School Year
	2001/02
	2002/03
	2003/04
	2004/05
	2005/06

	Year 8 Intake
	
34
	30
	42
	32
	30

	Total enrolment
	
196
	198
	198
	185
	176


1.3
Attendance


	Year 2004/05
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	Average
2004/05
	NI Average
2003/04

	% Attendance
	93.4
	92.5
	90.4
	82.5
	84.8
	89
	91


	1.4
	i.
	Total Number of Teachers:
	
	13.4
	
	iii.
	Contact ratio (percentage of

timetabled time in direct

class contact):
	
	0.75

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	ii.
	PTR (Pupil/Teacher Ratio):
	
	13.13


	
	
	
	
	


	Year 2005/06
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	TOTAL

	Enrolment: Boys
	18
	20
	22
	22
	23
	105

	Enrolment: Girls
	12
	11
	19
	11
	18
	71

	Enrolment: Total
	30
	31
	41
	33
	41
	176

	PTR
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0


1.5
Leavers Destinations

	2003/04
	Year 12
	NI%

	Total Number of Leavers
	44
	

	Another School
	0%
	8.6

	Employment
	16%
	13.3

	Full-time Further Education
	36%
	33.6

	Full-time Higher Education
	N/A
	N/A

	Full-time Training
	41%
	35.6

	Seeking Employment/Unemployed
	0%
	5.4

	Unknown/Long Term Sick/Pregnant
	7%
	3.5


APPENDIX 3

	1.6
NAME OF SCHOOL:  
	Garvagh High
	             SCHOOL YEAR:
	       2005/2006


	GCSE 
	2003
	2004
	2005

	Percentage of Year 12 taking GCSE in at least 5 subjects
	91
	91
	95

	Percentage of Year 12 obtaining Grades C or above in at least 5 subjects
	34
	20
	23

	Percentage of Year 12 obtaining Grades E or above in at least 5 subjects
	62
	58
	66



Within this report, when commenting on examination results of individual subjects, the respective CCEA average is used as a proxy for the corresponding average for all pupils in NI taking that subject.

EXAMINATION RESULTS

Table showing the GCSE subject results over the previous three years ending in June 2005, in comparison with the respective Northern Ireland (NI) averages

Table 1

	
	More than 10 percentage points above


	Between 5 and 10 percentage points above
	Within 5 percentage points
	Between 5 and 10 percentage points below
	More than 10 percentage points below

	GCSE

A*-C



	Geography
	
	English

French

Religious Studies
	Art & Design
	Business Studies

Design & Technology

History

Home Economics

Mathematics

Motor Vehicle Studies

Science Double Award
1st Subject

Science Single Award

	GCSE

A*-E


	
	French

Religious Studies
	Art & Design

English

Geography

Home Economics

Science Double Award
1st Subject
	Design & Technology
	Business Studies

History

Mathematics

Motor Vehicle Studies

Science Single Award


Table showing the spread of the NI subject averages which have been used in the determination of Table 1.

Table 2

	
	100% - 96% 


	95% - 86%
	85% - 76%
	75% - 66% 
	65% - 0%

	GCSE

A*-C


	
	
	
	Art & Design

Science Double Award
1st Subject
	Business Studies

Design & Technology

English

French

Geography

History

Home Economics

Mathematics

Motor Vehicle Studies

Religious Studies

Science Single Award

	
GCSE 

A*-E
	Science Double Award 1st Subject
	Art & Design

English

History

Home Economics

Science Single Award
	Business Studies

Design & Technology

French

Geography

Mathematics

Religious Studies
	Motor Vehicle Studies
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